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THE PRESIDENT: Mr. President, Mr. Secretary General, fellow delegates, ladies and gentleman: | would like to
begin today by telling you about an American named Chris Stevens.

Chris was born in a town called Grass Valley, California, the son of a lawyer and a musician. As a young man,
Chris joined the Peace Corps, and taught English in Morocco. And he came to love and respect the people of North
Africa and the Middle East. He would carry that commitment throughout his life. As a diplomat, he worked from
Egypt to Syria, from Saudi Arabia to Libya. He was known for walking the streets of the cities where he worked --
tasting the local food, meeting as many people as he could, speaking Arabic, listening with a broad smile.

Chris went to Benghazi in the early days of the Libyan revolution, arriving on a cargo ship. As America’s
representative, he helped the Libyan people as they coped with violent conflict, cared for the wounded, and crafted
a vision for the future in which the rights of all Libyans would be respected. And after the revolution, he supported
the birth of a new democracy, as Libyans held elections, and built new institutions, and began to move forward after
decades of dictatorship.

Chris Stevens loved his work. He took pride in the country he served, and he saw dignity in the people that he met.
And two weeks ago, he traveled to Benghazi to review plans to establish a new cultural center and modernize a
hospital. That's when America’s compound came under attack. Along with three of his colleagues, Chris was killed
in the city that he helped to save. He was 52 years old.

| tell you this story because Chris Stevens embodied the best of America. Like his fellow Foreign Service officers,
he built bridges across oceans and cultures, and was deeply invested in the international cooperation that the
United Nations represents. He acted with humility, but he also stood up for a set of principles -- a belief that
individuals should be free to determine their own destiny, and live with liberty, dignity, justice, and opportunity.

The attacks on the civilians in Benghazi were attacks on America. We are grateful for the assistance we received
from the Libyan government and from the Libyan people. There should be no doubt that we will be relentless in
tracking down the killers and bringing them to justice. And | also appreciate that in recent days, the leaders of other
countries in the region -- including Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen -- have taken steps to secure our diplomatic facilities,
and called for calm. And so have religious authorities around the globe.

But understand, the attacks of the last two weeks are not simply an assault on America. They are also an assault
on the very ideals upon which the United Nations was founded -- the notion that people can resolve their differences
peacefully; that diplomacy can take the place of war; that in an interdependent world, all of us have a stake in
working towards greater opportunity and security for our citizens.

If we are serious about upholding these ideals, it will not be enough to put more guards in front of an embassy, or to
put out statements of regret and wait for the outrage to pass. If we are serious about these ideals, we must speak
honestly about the deeper causes of the crisis -- because we face a choice between the forces that would drive us
apart and the hopes that we hold in common.

Today, we must reaffirm that our future will be determined by people like Chris Stevens -- and not by his killers.
Today, we must declare that this violence and intolerance has no place among our United Nations.

It has been less than two years since a vendor in Tunisia set himself on fire to protest the oppressive corruption in
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United States and Abroad

The Obama Administration takes two major steps
in empowering women and girls both here in the
United States and abroad: launching the Equal
Futures Partnership and taking new steps to
combat human trafficking.
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learn more about the Obama Administration’s
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abroad.
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need a few more resources.
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