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Tampa, FL - Today, Mitt Romney delivered remarks to the Republican National Hispanic ROMNEY

Assembly in Tampa, Florida. The following speech was prepared for delivery: s 2012,

As a nation of immigrants, we've found common ground not in our heritage but in our hearts.
When generations looked up and saw the Statue of Liberty for the first time, or a piece of
sandy beach that was freedom, or stepped off a plane traveling from tyranny to hope, these
new Americans surely had many questions and doubts about the life before them.
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But one thing they knew without a doubt is that they were coming to a place where anything
was possible—that in America, their children, and their grandchildren, would have a better life.

I believe in that America. I know you believe in that America. It is an America of freedom and
opportunity. A nation where innovation and hard work propel the most powerful economy in
the world. A land that is secured by the greatest military the world has ever seen.
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But today, we are united not only by our faith in America. We are united also by our concern I Subscribe

for America.

25 million Americans are out of work, or have stopped looking, or have only part time jobs but

want full-time work. Hispanics have been hit terribly hard, with an unemployment rate that is MRC Chat Box

higher than the national one. Home values have dropped more than they did during the [older messages] ﬂ
Depression and Florida has seen some of the worst of it. National debt is almost as large as 12/29/11 03:26 PM
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This is not the legacy we want to leave our children. And the peril of this mismanagement may i)
even be more imminent. We stand near a threshold of profound economic misery. Four more . .
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our entire economy, and we owe a huge chunk of it to China.
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Twenty-seven years ago, I joined with some friends to start a business. We started with ten Tony: PHil Thank you for helping me out in the

employees, and grew it to become one of the most successful enterprises of its kind in the thread Brother!

world. 12/29/11 03:27 PM
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My work led me to become deeply involved in helping other businesses, from innovative J LI

startups to large companies going through tough times. Sometimes I was successful and refresh

helped create jobs, other times I wasn't. I learned how America competes with companies in [EILE | |message |

other countries, what works in the real world and what doesn't.

I left my business in 1999 to help put the Salt Lake City Olympics back on track. And when the

Games were over, I came home to Massachusetts and served as governor. :I

I'd never held office before but I went at it like I ran businesses and the Olympics: ask tough <l help - smilies - profile
questions, make tough decisions, and take on the toughest problems first, because they'll only (click here for larger view)

get worse.

When I took office, I faced a nearly $3 billion budget hole. My legislature was over 85%
Democrat. The expectation was that we’d have to raise taxes, but I refused. I ordered a
review of all state spending, made tough choices and balanced the budget without raising
taxes. That sent a message that business as usual was over.
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Turning around a crisis takes experienced leadership and bold action. For millions of Americans,

the economy is in crisis today, and unless we change course, it will be in crisis for all of us For Facebook or Twitter:

tomorrow.

To win this fight for America’s future, we will have to rise above politics.
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When members of Seal Team Six boarded their helicopters, they did so not as Republicans or
Democrats or independents, they did so as Americans. And the final image that Osama bin
Laden took with him straight to Hell was not a party symbol - not a Republican elephant or a
Democrat donkey - but an American flag on the shoulder of one straight-shooting U.S. Navy
Seal.

I start with the fundamental conviction that America is the greatest nation in the history of the
world and the most powerful force for good. And while we are not perfect, I do not apologize
for America!

Our President has taken a different approach. Have we ever had a president who was so
eager to address the world with an apology on his lips and doubt in his heart? He seems truly
confused not only about America’s past but about our future.

So critical was President Obama of America before the United Nations that Fidel Castro
complimented him for his “courage” and “brave gesture.” And Venezuelan dictator and thug
Hugo Chavez joined in on the praise.

We can't lead the world by hoping our enemies—like the rogue regimes in Havana and
Caracas—will hate us less.

Ronald Reagan rallied America with “"Peace Through Strength.” American strength is the only
guarantee of liberty. American strength turned the Cuban missiles around. American strength
caused the collapse of the Soviet Union. American strength yanked Saddam Hussein out of his
spider hole. With freedom as our cause, strength is our only sure defense!

A strong America starts with a strong economy.

From my first day in office my number one job will be to see that America once again is number
one in job creation.

On Tuesday, I will present a detailed plan to get America back to work and to grow our
economy. It will be bold, sweeping and specific. But any plan is only as good as the person
leading it. And you know, if we want to create jobs, it helps to have a President who has had
a job!

I will make business taxes competitive with other nations, eliminate burdensome regulations
and bureaucracy, and support America’s workers instead of its union bosses.

I will promote the exploration of our own natural resources, which will create countless jobs.
I will make sure that America’s workforce is prepared for the modern economy.

Government at all levels under President Obama has grown to consume almost 40% of our
economy. We are only inches away from ceasing to be a free market economy. I will cut federal
spending, cap it at 20% or less of the GDP and finally, finally balance our budget.

We must pass a torch to the next generation, not a bill.

I will insist that Washington learns to respect the Constitution, including the 10th Amendment.
We will return responsibility and authority to the states for dozens of government programs —
and that begins with a complete repeal of Obamacare.

Finally, I will vigorously advance our trade interests around the world. That means ratifying
pending agreements with allies like Colombia and Panama to create jobs right here in Florida
and across America.

Three years ago, Candidate Obama promised to address the problems of illegal immigration in
America. He failed. The truth is, he didn't even try.

I am a great proponent of legal immigration. Many of you are living proof of the unique
strength of America that is constantly renewed by new Americans. The promise of America has
brought some of the world’s best and brightest to our shores. It's what brought Mel Martinez,
the first Cuban-American U.S. Senator here. And it brought to America the parents of Marco
Rubio, who is one of America’s great leaders today.

I also believe that we must address illegal immigration in a way that is civil but resolute.

Our country must do a better job of securing its borders and as president, I will. That means
completing construction of a high-tech fence, and investing in adequate manpower and
resources.

We must also get tough on employers who hire illegal immigrants. That means putting in place
an employment verification system that is both reliable and secure.

Finally, we must stop providing the incentives that promote illegal immigration. As governor, I
vetoed legislation that would have provided in-state tuition rates to illegal immigrants and I
strengthened the authority our state troopers had to enforce existing immigration laws.

As president, I promise to lead on this critical issue.

The people who came to America did not come for a handout. They came here for opportunity.
The President and his party are about handouts and the redistribution of wealth. That is not
what brought people to these shores. Our party is about freedom and opportunity. It's as
simple as that. They believe in government, we believe in freedom and opportunity.

That's one of the lessons I learned from my Dad.

My father never graduated from college. He apprenticed, as a lath and plaster carpenter, and
he was darn good at it. He learned how to put a handful of nails in his mouth and spit them
out, point forward. On their honeymoon, he and Mom drove across the country. Dad sold
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aluminum paint along the way, to pay for gas and hotels.

There were a lot reasons my father could have given up or set his sights lower. But Dad
always believed in America; and in that America, a lath and plaster man could work his way up
to running a little car company called American Motors, and end up Governor of a state where
he had once sold aluminum paint.

For my Dad, America was the land of opportunity, where the circumstances of birth are no
barrier to achieving one’s dreams. Small business and entrepreneurs were encouraged, and
respected, and a good worker could almost always find a good job.

The spirit of enterprise, innovation, pioneering and can-do propelled our standard of living and
economy past every other nation on earth. That spirit came from Main Street, not from
Washington.

1 refuse to believe that America is just another place on the map with a flag. We stand for
freedom, opportunity and hope. And yes, we believe in American exceptionalism.

Under this President’s weak leadership, we’ve lost a couple of years, but we have not lost our
way. The principles that made us a great nation and leader of the world have not lost their
meaning. They never will.

We know we can bring this country back.
Together, we can restore this great land we all love.

Thank you. God Bless America.

A
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